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Edward Gorey : The Iron Tonic: Or, A Winter Afternoon in Lonely Valley  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Iron Tonic: Or, A Winter Afternoon in Lonely Valley: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Cannot go wrong with Edward GoreyBy Boston LovahWhile 
everyone may not get his writing, my sister and I do and every year for Christmas as tradition she gets one of his 
books from me, this year was this one. Very simply stated only two lines per page, rhymes but not in an annoying Dr. 
Suess kind of a way or anything. Super awesome drawings. LOVE IT.0 of 0 people found the following review 
helpful. Gorey is uniqueBy Maine ReaderBeautifully irreverant. Love it.1 of 1 people found the following review 
helpful. best coffee table book of all timeBy Paige Killingerthe pictures are beautiful , the rhymes are dark and funny.I 
mean What more do you want from a coffee table book?

It's difficult to say what The Iron Tonic is about, although it is "known the skating pond conceals a family of enormous 
eels," and that "the light is fading from the day. The rest is darkness and dismay." Finally, though, The Iron Tonic 
could be seen as Edward Gorey's version of a winter afternoon in one of the great Russian novels of the nineteenth 
century.

From Library JournalA faded winter's afternoon on an estate in 19th-century Russia. You can almost see where this 
story will lead, but with Gorey as master of ceremonies, there will be a few twists. For one thing, the skating pond 
shelters a family of eels. Requiescat in pace, Gorey. Copyright 2000 Reed Business Information, Inc.About the 
AuthorEdward Gorey (1925-2000) wrote and illustrated such popular books as The Doubtful Guest, The Gashlycrumb 
Tinies, and The Headless Bust. He was also a very successful set and costume designer, earning a Tony Award for his 
Broadway production of Edward Gorey's Dracula. Animated sequences of his work have introduced the PBS series 
Mystery! since 1980. 
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