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Az Zagqum : The Humor of Islam...You'll Die Laughing before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it
would be worth my time, and all praised The Humor of Idlam...You'll Die Laughing:

4 of 19 people found the following review helpful. totally worthless bookBy "Ash" (Texas)l found thisto be atotally
worthless book. Very poorly written - language is dull, and sentences choppy. The quality of print, and of picturesis
third rate. The writer, trying too hard to present humor in Islam, has obviously missed the mark. None of the storiesis
funny, not even interesting.18 of 24 people found the following review helpful. Informative and HilariousBy M.
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SheehanFor my Humanities class, | decided I'd do areport on Islam. | found the title of this book intriguing, so, |
bought the book and found it fascinating, and after fact checking some of the information that | found personally
unbelievable, | was even more intrigued.l can tell you that imo sharia should never, ever be allowed in the United
States! | had never even heard the word sharia, now | have to wonder, what kind of human would want sharia laws,
where laughing too much is forbidden, and worse! The news stories at the back were bizarre but, | liked how the writer
tied them back to the hadith Bizarre not only because of the hadith, but because some Muslims today still use them.
Why are they still debating how Muhammad peed?The news story of the man who blamed the Jinn for setting his
house on fire when it was his son. | was happy the Jinn was vindicated, but | had to laugh at the story. 1'd never heard
of a Jinn and, had no idea how important they were to Muslims.| like how this book cuts to the chase. It's a quick and
easy read. From the first hadith to today's news. Not much has changed in 1400 years, but | can see why so many Mid
East Muslims come to the west for medical degrees!Informative, funny and al too real. The pictures were great and
the news stories really brought it all together.l can't believe thisis the only book on the Humor of Islam, and yes, |
nearly did die laughing.| recommend this book. Especially to Muslims. If this book is as true as it seems, then, it's not
the Non Muslims who don't understand Islam, it's Muslims. Allah didn't forbid laughing.2 of 6 people found the
following review helpful. Humor--or Bitter Satire?By Eileen E. Freemanl found this book to be a noble but somewhat
forced attempt at satire. It is not a book of humor, although some readers will laugh at certain examples. Humor has no
strings attached; it's meant to inspire laughter without leaving the reader pondering on some deeper meaning
afterwards. Satire is social criticism disguised as something funny. It's meant to offer the reader something that seems
funny--until the "joke" bites back and makes you think.The author's pseudonym contains the clue asto the real
purpose of this book, even more than the title. In fact, Az Zagqum is not so much a personal name as areferenceto a
"tree" in Islamic spiritual tradition, whose fruit is so deadly that if one drop of it touched the earth, everything and
everyone would be swallowed up in fire and brimstone. Ironically, it is also the name of an ailfield in the United Arab
Emirates. So, then, this book only seemsto be abook of jokes; in redlity it tells a bitter and deadly story behind the
attempt at humor. | would imagine the author, whatever her name, is a Muslim woman whose purpose in writing isto
excoriate the Islamic laws of shariathat treat a woman and everything female with disgust and contempt. Rather than
writing an essay or awork on fiction or nonfiction, she chose to try to show through irony and sarcasm the huge chasm
that exists between the spiritual teachings of Islam and the way they have been distorted by the men in power.1
applaud her intentions, but | think a different literary form would have gotten the point across more "pointedly." After
reading it, | felt asif | had been repeatedly been hit on the head with a hammer. The sad fact isthat if she got up
publicly and made her points to the media, she would probably become atarget for assassination like Salman Rushdie,
the author of The Satanic Verses.So, you may well laugh at some of the thingsin this book, but much of it will be
what German lit-crit calls "galgenhumor" --gallows humor.

The Ayatollah Khomeini said, "Thereis no humor in Islam. Thereis no fun in Islam. There can be no fun and joy in
whatever is serious." He can't be serious. While it might not be politically correct to make fun of religion, especially
one that’slikely to get you killed, | look at this as more of areligious book. By the time you get to the freaky Fatwas
you'll be saying; ‘Oh my God!‘ But, | challenge anyone to read this book and not find the humor of Islam. And it all
starts with a Hadith....



